VIII
LAST STRETCH
". . . THAT I may fay, and fay truly," Denton wrote, "that if there
be any terreftial happinefs to be had by people of all ranks, efspecially
of an inferior rank, it muft certainly be here . . . where befides the
fweetaefs of the Air, the Country itfelf fends forth fuch a fragran
fmel, that it may be perceived at Sea before they can make the
Land: where no evil fog or vapour doth no fooner appear, but a
North-Weft or Wefterly winde doth immediately diffolve it, and
drive it away. . . .
"... If there be any terreftial Canaan, 'tis surely here, where the
Land fioweth with milk and honey. The inhabitants are bleft with
peace and plenty___Where a Waggon or Cart gives as good content
as a Coach; and a piece of their home-made Cloth, better than the
fineft Lawns or richeft Silks: and though their low-roofed houfes
may feem to f hut their doors againft pride and luxury, yet how do
they ftand wide open to let charity in and out, either to affift each
other, or relieve a ftranger, and the diftance of place from other
Nations, doth fecure them from the envious frowns of ill-affected
Neighbours, and the troubles which ufually arife thence."
On Thursday, the 24th June, in 1497, John and Sebastian Cabot
arrived at New York, but decided not to land, saying, "This is a
fine place to visit, but we wouldn't live here for the world," Visitors
from Europe, the Orient, Chicago, Kansas City, Houston, Min-
neapolis and Boston have not been ashamed to plagiarize this
remark. Yet, rightly, New Yorkers are proud of their city, so
proud of it that they can be tolerant of criticism. As a topic New
York is constantly on the lips of its citizens, many of whom have
seen it largely constructed before their very eyes. New York is an
entire world in itself. Every nationality and every kind of interest
is to be found there. It is the great world market of to-day, a centre
to which artists, writers and musicians necessarily migrate. It
contains the greatest banks, railways, stores, shipping-lines and
entertainment. It is the one great world city.
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